KENILWORTH  CASTLE

organised the royal forces in the western midlands and suc-
ceeded in dividing Earl Simon from his son. On the 3ist
July, 1264, the young Simon de Montfort arrived at Kenil-
worth with such a large force that it could not be housed in the
Castle. They therefore spent the night feasting and carousing
outside the walls. Meantime Prince Edward arrived at Kenil-
worth early on the morning of August the ist and surprised
de Montfort's men before they were awake. A complete rout
ensued and de Montfort escaped half-naked into the Castle,
having lost the best part of his army. Following this Prince
Edward marched to Evesham where he defeated and killed
Earl Simon. Kenilworth, still in the hands of his son, became
the centre for the disinherited lords and their lawless followers,
who lived by plundering the country. The King determined
on the capture of the Castle, but, even though de Montfort
abandoned it, the garrison refused to surrender.

At midsummer 1266 the siege began in earnest. The
Archbishop of Canterbury solemnly excommunicated the
rebels, but the surgeon of the garrisonc that was a quaint man,
clerk and hardy of his deeds' dressed up as a rival bishop
and mocked the King and clergy from the walls. Prince
Edward brought up all manner of siege works from London,
battering rams, a ' bear', a wooden siege tower for 200 cross-
bowmen, and even barges were brought from Chester and
launched on the lake. Yet all these devices failed. Negotia-
tions were accordingly tried and at a Parliament, held at Kenil-
worth on 24th August, the Dictum of Kenilworth was drawn
up, offering good terms to the rebels. But it was not until
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